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BRAIN-DAMAGED
WOMAN GETS $5M
FOR DOCS’ SNAFU

By ALEN SAIKIN  *»
A jury bas aworded $8
willion to 3 woman who
claims bungling doctors at

Coney Island and Klngs'

County hospitals csused
her to suffer brain damage

that sapped -ber -personal- -}~

it
3usune Dong, once voted
Miss Personality at Sheep-
shead Bay HS, went to her
doctor in December, 1986,
complaining of headaches.

She emerged from the city
medical systern six months
lster with three holes in
her brain that left ber
walking slowly and speak-
ing in 2 monotone, her law-
yer. Judith Livingston said.

“The Justine that we
knew before disappeared
forever and a new Justine
was born that day,” Debbie
Dong. her aunt, said.

“She feels sheTl always be
alone.”

A spokesman from the
Health and Hospitals Cor-
porauon said the city will
appeal the jury’s award.

And Dr, John Elefleralds. |

one of the doctors found at
fault by the jury called
Wecne‘days Jecman “a
joke.”
Dong was 22 when she
visitea Elefterakis, a gen-
eral practitioner in Brooks
lyn who said he diagnosed
her with a sinus infecdon

and orescribed appropriste’

rmec:zation,

‘“The Justine
that we knew
before
disappeared
forever cnd a
new Justine
was bom that

day‘ll
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| ————— ]

Two days iater, Eleflarae
hsrzf:n'cdDongw.nnul
specialist beczuse she was

com h.mm% ‘of more pain
mdpm ving* m:u.blo

e Jalist, Dr Kan-
a]x?)ﬁnm prescribed
more sinus medication and
sent Dong bome, Living-
e pain afte talidy
tll in pain r
the meﬁ;anon. Doag
checked herself into Coney
Lsland Hospital where two
mistakes ocmumd,

tmgl
Livingston said.

Afer a doctor presc'ibed
& brain X-ray, hospital”
workers instea pcr[ormed
s apmzl tap — a procedure

that medical pracdee diee
tates should pever be done
on a persop with a brain in.
fection, Livingswo said,

Sticking a needle into the
spine o( a3 patient with a
brain infection “ia like
whea you have a bathtub
full d' water and J;ou
the plog and all
sure goea down”
ston said.

vmg-

’I‘ha’:whn!n

* your brain when I. under

press o~ the
brain gets m;ed_'
Dong, weat into a coma
tnmf

and gave her a second spi-
oal tap, aunng more dam-

remembering and

required 18 months of reha-

bibtation.

d:: s bubb!oy‘.‘l tren-ager on
high school track team,

Justine Dong's dresm was

to becm'nfu:r teacher,

mng: County, Dong went
duale from Brook-
byn ege — vnth the help
of uot.e-mkeu and apecu.l
test-taking
with a bachelor's degm in
teaching. She currently
works a3 an assistant in a
da&-cm centar,
efterakis said bher ac-
complishments make the
35 million jury uward even
more “ridiculous.”
“She cert-inly is a fune.
ﬁonmimemb\.r of society,”
be sai
The 38 million loss has
forced the city to take no-
tice, Debbie Dony ssid.

“If you can't make them
take responsibility for what
they've done, the least you
can do is hurt 'em where it
¢ unts,” she said.



