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Jury hands $3.9M to kin
of mom who died in hosp

By NEIL GRAVES

The family of a woman who died
at a Brooklyn hospital after being
treated by a medical student and
undergoing an unnecessary hys-
terectomy was awarded $3.9 mil-
lion yesterday.

Gloria Garcia, a mother of two,
died from massive brain damage
just days after the 1984 operation
at Coney Island Hospital.

An all-woman jury in Brooklyn
Supreme Court took just two

hours to find the city Health and -

Hospitals Corp. and two doctors
liable.

The woman's husband, Teodaro
Garcia, said he was pleased with
the verdict — but will never for-

get the horror of what happened:

to his wife. .

“You go to the hospital and see
your wife in a coma and it's ter-
rible,” Garcia sald. *I was very
ppset,” The couple had two chil-
dren, TeqdUrDAITaoReMR3, and
Liz, now 22.

HHC said it would appeal.

“We believe the verdict was
inappropriate,” said HHC lawyer
John Sullivan. )

According to testimony at the
trial, Gloria Garcia, 42, was admit-
ted to the hospital after gynecolo-
gist Dr. Needianun Khulpateea
told her she had to have fibroids
removed from her uterus.

Dr. Rahmo Hanone, the hospi-
tal's supervising anesthesiolo-
gist, allowed a medical student
with no training to perform the
anesthesia, said Judith Living-
ston, Garcia's lawyer.

The unidentified student in-
serted the oxygen tube into the
patient’s stomach instead of her
lungs, Livingston said.

*Jt wasnt until the woman
turned blue and her heart rate
plummeted that anyone in the op-
erating room realized she was suf-

100 bxy periaeprioy
vation,” Livingston said.




