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Mother died in 1984
at Putnam hospztal

By Cameron McWhirter . --
Statt Writer _
The family of a mother of four
who died eight years ago during
childbirth at Putnam Hospital
Center was awarded $16.25 mil-
hon dollars yesterday by a jury

. in White Plains. = ..~ wei-as
“*While’ it s'a substantxal
amount” of ‘money, the loss for
" those four children is just incal--
culable,” said Judith leg‘nngon
attorney - for the famllye “They
wm grow up wxlhoul a mother." '

The . suit, brought by Fred
Gnampmo of Mahopac, - accused
Dr. Leonard Rnccx and the ho;pl-
tal — which was tKen- named
Putham Commumty Hospital —of
malpractice “in. the " dedth of
" Giampino's, w:fe. Lorraine,” ‘on
Se_pt 23 1984 . ‘zm,‘_”’}_-

G:amp!no. who works’ for the
town of Greenwich, sald the re-
cent trial had brought the sad-
ness of his’ .wife’s death back to
mind. . ..

“It's ralsed emouons of late
emotions that I would have cho-.+
sen to forget," he’ said. “But 1
look to ngmg my chxldren a'good
life.” g R A A"t.- e,
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state Supreme Court Justice
Matthew Coppola, the jury found
Ricei 70 percent liable and the
hospital 30 percent liable for the
death. Ricei, who owes about
$11.3 mllhon in the decision,
could not be reached for com-
ment. His answering service said
the doctor, who has, offices in
Carmel and Pawling, would be
back to work on Saturday.

Putnam Hospital Center offi-
cials refused to comment.

Both Ricel and the hospital
can appeal the decision.

Lorraine Giampino, who died
at age 36, was the victim of a
series of errors on the part of
Ricei and hospital ° staﬂ‘ ac
cording to Livmgston. ,'.. . ,,}

Among other - things, -Liv-
mgston -said; Ricel lmproperly

.admmistered a drug to Giampino

that caused internal bleedlrig. He

then left the operating réom - to
help in another dehvery . oy
- “She was in agony,” she smd’ :
“because she was-bleeding intér-
néa,g)y, and he pever diagnos'ed'
i S R SERY B
Livmgs(on said “doctors too'l.
action only after. the baby .was
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born_ covered with :blood. Buf

€vén then they :mproperly diag-
nosed it as a rupturé and begap
operatmg. The errors eve tuglly]
led to Giampino's death b%
hgur afler her baby;was Born.
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